18th Sunday after Pentecost — September 27, 2026

Prelude | Want to Walk As A Child Of the Light ELW815

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b.1934, Music: Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration - All Rights Reserved
STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER CCLI LICENSE #21191188. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Welcome & Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness WOV Pg. 10
L: The minister leads the congregation in the invocation. The sign of the cross may be
made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. P. Amen

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing
upon the earth. P. Amen

L: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

L: Compassionate God,

All: We confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our
own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your
call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world
and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following
the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

L: Hear this good news:

All: We have peace with God through *+ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely
this healing gift of grace. Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Opening Hymn At the Name of Jesus ELW 416
Text by Caroline M. Noel, 1817-1877 © by Oxford University Press
Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958 - All rights reserved
STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-744242. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Apostolic Greeting WOV Pg. 28
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. P: And also, with you



*Gloria WOV Pg. 29

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; glory to God, glory to God,
and peace to God’s people on earth. Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and
Father: We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Glory
to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; glory to God, glory to God, and
peace to God’s people on earth. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord
God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. Glory to God,
glory to God, glory to God in the highest; glory to God, glory to God, and peace to
God’s people on earth. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God
the Father. Amen. Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; glory to
God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth, and peace to God’s people
on earth.

Prayer of the Day
L: The Lord be with you
P: And also, with you

L: God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. P: Amen

First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

'The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s
teeth are set on edge”? 3 As | live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used
by you in Israel. * Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of
the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die.

25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 \When the righteous turn away from their
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have
committed, they shall die. 2’ Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they
have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 2 Because they
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they
shall surely live; they shall not die. 2° Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord
is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

30 Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says
the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be
your ruin. 3" Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against
me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel?
32 For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. P: Thanks be to God!



Psalm 25:1-9 chanted responsively

'To | you, O Lord,
| lift | up my soul.
2My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
3Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
4Show me your | ways, O Lord,
and teach | me your paths.
>Lead me in your | truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all | the day long.
¢ Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.
"Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- |
ness, O Lord.
8You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.
®You lead the low- | ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13

If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in
the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, ? make my joy complete: be of the same
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. * Do nothing from
selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than
yourselves. * Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of
others. °Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
®who, though he existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
assuming human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human,
8 he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

®Therefore God exalted him even more highly
and gave him the name
that is above every other name,

950 that at the name given to Jesus
every knee should bend,


https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayResources

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
" and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

2 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my
presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and
trembling, "3for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for
his good pleasure.

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word P: Thanks be to God

Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation WOV Pg. 31
*Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia. You have the words of eternal
life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 215t Chapter. P: Glory to you, O Lord

23\When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came
to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and
who gave you this authority?” ?* Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if
you tell me the answer, then | will also tell you by what authority | do these things. 2°Did
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with
one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe
him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John
as a prophet.” 2" So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them,
“Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things.

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and
work in the vineyard today.’ 2° He answered, ‘| will not,” but later he changed his mind
and went. 3° The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go,
sir,’ but he did not go. 3" Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into
the kingdom of God ahead of you. 3 For John came to you in the way of righteousness,
and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and
even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.”

P: Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon

Hymn of the Day I Thank God by the Contemporary Choir
Words and Music by Dante Bowe, Charles Butler, Jesse Cline, Maryann George, Enrique Holmes, and
Aaron Moses. © 2021 Be Essential Songs and Sony ATV Songs, LLC — All Rights Reserved
Authorized for use by Mark W Rose

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.



He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers
L: Assured of the resurrection by our Lord, we joyfully pray for all.
Lord. in your mercy, People: Hear our prayer

AM: For the whole Church, those alive today, those who have entered eternal life, and
for those whose lives are yet to be, that we may hold to the promise of the
resurrection, , Lord. in your mercy, People: Hear our prayer

AM: For the whole of humanity, that they may come to see in Christians a way to face

both life and death with courage and hope Lord in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer

AM: For our planet which knows both birth and death, that its transient nature may not
blind us to the eternal promise of God, Lord in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer

AM: For any needs you now raise in speech or silence.... Lord in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer

L: For God'’s providential care in all things Lord in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer. Amen

Please share a sign of God’s peace. The offering is received



Anthem God, Glory to His Name
Words by: Fanny J. Crosby (1820-1915) and Music by: David Lantz, IlI
© Copyright 1994 Flammer — Public Domain - All Rights Reserved
STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER CCLI LICENSE #21191188

He shall reign and reign forever, Christ our Savior, brother, friend; Everlasting is his
Kingdom, his dominion hath no end. Hallelujah, Hallelujah! Glory, glory to his name!
Countless myriads shall adore him, endless years his work proclaim. He shall reign and
reign forever, all the world his praise shall sing, and all the regions now in darkness shall
to him their homage bring. Hallelujah, Hallelujah! Glory, glory to his name! Countless
myriads shall adore him, endless years his work proclaims. Soon shall dawn a glorious
morrow; Soon shall come the promised day when from every tribe and kindred shall be
heard the joyful lay, Hallelujah, Hallelujah! Glory, glory to his name! Countless myriads
shall adore him, endless years his work proclaimed, endless years his work proclaim.

*Offertory Hymn WOV Pg. 35
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. Gather
a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer now.
Grace our table with your presence, Lord, and give us a foretaste of the feast to
come.

Offertory Prayer

Great Thanksgiving —

L: The Lord be with you. P: And also with you.

L: Lift up your hearts. P: We lift them to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. P: It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

The Proper Preface is spoken

L: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

*Sanctus

P: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

The Word of Institution

LORD’S PRAYER
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,



thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*Agnus Dei WOV Pg. 39
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of
God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you
take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Communion is distributed.

Communion Music You Living Christ Our Eyes Behold,

You Satisfy The Hungry Heart, You Said You’d Come and Share All My Sorrows
STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER CCLI LICENSE #21191188. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Post Communion Prayer

Benediction WOV Pg. 41
L: Almighty God, Father, T+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
P: Amen

Closing Hymn Dearest Jesus, We Are Here ELW 443
Text in Public Domain by Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music in Public Domain by Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673

Dismissal WOV Pg. 41
AM: Assisting Minister: Go now in peace, to love and serve the Lord and your
neighbors. P: Thanks be to God
Postlude You Lord We Praise In Songs of Celebration

STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER CCLI LICENSE #21191188. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Thank you for coming. May God’s peace be yours today

Copyright Information:

*Glory to God, Alleluia Verse, Let the Vineyards, Holy, Holy, Holy, and Lamb of God from
With One Voice Setting 5 (Bread of Life) by Jeremy Young
Let the Vineyards by John W. Arthur and Jeremy Young
Text for all but the Alleluia Verse and Let the Vineyards: English Language Liturgical Consultation
Text for Alleluia Verse and Let the Vineyards c. 1978 by Augsburg Fortress
Music c. 1995 by Augsburg Fortress



Happenings Around the Church

Tuesdays
New Tai Chi class 10-11:30 am $12

CT Yankee Chorale Rehearsals - 7-8:30 pm

Bible Study
Both Studies are cancelled for this week

Wednesdays
Members Tai Chi 11:00 am
Quilting Group 1:00 pm

Event Date Time
WELCA Meeting Monday, 9/28 6:30 pm
First Communion during World Communion Sunday, 10/4
Sunday
Hilltop Advisory Meeting Thursday, 10/8 4:45 pm
Finance Committee Meeting Thursday, 10/8 6:00 pm
Community Kitchen Ministry Sunday, 10/11 10:00 am
NW Hills Exchange Club Meeting Monday, 10/12 8:00 am
Church Council Meeting Monday, 10/12 6:30 pm
Worship & Music Meeting (zoom) Thursday, 10/15 6:00 pm
IT Committee Meeting (zoom) Thursday, 10/15 7:00 pm
Fall Roast Pork Dinner (tickets $17/$10) Friday, 10/16 5:15 pm
St Paul’s Women Apple Cook/Bake Off Monday 10/26 7:00 pm
Holiday Craft Fair Saturday, 11/7 9am-3pm

Offerings Summary:

Needed Weekly $6,290
Received $2,712
Shortfall -$3,578
YTD -$ 83,484

Those interested in becoming official members please fill out a form found on the table
in the narthex.

Need volunteer food packagers for our food donations for the Reformation Food Drive.
Our final concert of the summer series will take place on Saturday, October 24th — we
hope you can attend to hear the Jarrod Cattey Trio.



PUPPETTUDE
TRAILER FOR SALE!

* Size:12'x 6’
* Single Axle
% No Electric Brakes | el
% Inside Shelves [

GREAT FOR EVENTS, STORAGE,

WILL NEGOTIATE!

OR YOUR NEXT BIG PROJECT! %
— CALL 860-482-3555 —

FIRST

" COMMUNION

s
3 CELEBRATED DURING

\ WORLD «

) COMMUNION %
/ SUNDAY X

— First Communion celebration —
will be held during worship

at 10 a.m.

‘ SAINT PAUL’S
LUTHERAN CHURCH

837 Charles Street

S Torrington, Connecticut
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH! @ |

TCH N

Please see the sign-up sheets in the
Narthex. We need volunteers for the
offloading of the pumpkins on
Saturday, October 3 (after 2PM)
AND ONLY A FEW MORE TO help to
man the sale table in 4-hour shifts
(11-3 or 3-7). See Kathy or Lisa if you
have any questions when
volunteering.

What a great way to get involved with
your church and a community event.
We will give any student a certificate
for “community service hours” if
needed for school.

We thank you in advance for your
support and participation in our first
Pumpkin Patch at St. Paul’s.
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Fall Dinner!

¥ Friday, October 16, 2026

LR @ reowstip-s1s - $17.00

J - Adults
3 m Dinner - 6:00 © oo
: Kids 510 $10.00

Food, Followship, Firs
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Potatoes Bread

Vess-es

Tickets available on Sundays
after church or at the Church Ofﬁce :

call 860-482-3555
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: Torrington Connecticut

SOUP AND
SANDWICH
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BAKE SALE :
w3 CALL 860 482 3555 4
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“ Ne'\S“w' October 1- 31
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* Oul' oal is to collect at least
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to help fill the shelves af
Friendly Hands Food Bank.

Items needed most are:

Macaroni
&Cheese

carom & = Hot & cold = Tuna, chlcken and beans
noodles sauce cheese cereal for protein

'3 SNACKS
JEI.I.O
| K3 0

Lunchbox snacks Puddings & Jell-o

and other
family friendly
non-penshables

Peanut butter & jelly

All families are encouraged
to participate as they are able.

A stronger community f P
Iq

begins with you!
S ' —

Food

Good
Com pany
Greater
Purpose!

Our judges will be from [ocq|
social services agenc,e

Entr\es i
e Sweet‘
~oof sovof}l

We'll have a small prize for the winning dish,
but the real winners will be the agencies as they
will be gifted with a check for their mission.

,-__-.___.__._______________,____-\

i | women are encouraged
5 i to participate! * v

S ————— ____._.._____..________4

_ Monday, October 26th _
beginning at 7pm

Good food. Great fellowship.
Making a difference!




~ fofg,
AVAILABLE ON SUNDAYg

\ CAN ALSO ORDER!

Can’t find what you need?
We can order it for you!

\ CHURCH GETS
A PERCENTAGE!

Your purchase helps
support our church.

YOU PAY

"
Wa’mart ~ = =

/5’1(‘3?

: ARBUCKS VISA
OF THE CARD.

—= Ue take ——
Ol >
& | &7 |
CASH CHECKS CREDIT CARDS

Gift Cards are available for sale in the Narthex
after worship

Cards for restaurants, department stores, discount stores and
outlet stores, electronics, entertainment, fast food, gas and
auto, grocery, home improvement, sporting goods and even

universal prepaid cards!

Don’t see one on the list that’s available, just ask.

If you are thinking “ahead of the holidays”, put your list together
and see the people at the gift card table. You not only save
yourself time going shopping, but the church also gets
a % of your sales.




IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

The following is a list of those who need your prayers. Our hope is that you will take this listing home with
you and in your daily prayers remember those listed below. If you would like to add or subtract for this list,
please write name(s) on the Prayer of Concerns form in the Narthex located on the stand-up desk to the

right of the exit doors or email the office. Thank you!

Joe Abbott
Casaundra Abeling
Roberta Alteri
Ben, Sheryl & Nic Ahrens
Michelle Ahrens
Coni Aparo
Bridget Deemer
Kathy Ann Campbell
Angelo & Nicole Capasso
Vinni Carey
Charlotte
Emma Cortina
Emily Decker
Irene Douglas
Judy Elliott
Diane Engle
Jan Eucalitto
Weston Faith
Amy Falls
Bruce & Liz Falls
Rosemarie Foth
Steven Fosbrook
Bob Frantz
John Lewis
Danise Hall
Marge Kiernan
Renate Higgins
Rusty Judd
Kathleen Hilton
Helenna Hauser

Charlotte Madia
Audrey Marquard
Abigail Marine
Eric Marine
Richard Marine
Janis Martin
Gil & Marilyn Martin
Michael Meyers
Brigitte Mueller
Bob Murphy
Barbara Nalette
Karen Ness
Tom O’Brien
Karen Pagano
Maria Payne
Melissa Pilbin
Lisa & Dennis Polzun
Ed & Susan Regner
Baerbel Roehl
Lori Sola
Vincent Scarrozzo
Jean Schlapfer
Sarah Seelye
Lucille Videtto
Paul Smith
Marilyn Killingbeck
Sigrid Smitley
Patricia Switzer
Gloria Thibault
Roger Jensen

Justin Wade & Family

The Videtto Family
Eveyln Walters
Margaret Miller
James Weber
Diane Wright
Bruce Yauney
Clayton Young

Clarence & Priscilla

Ed

Jaiden

Steve

LouW.

Todd
Robert K.
Hagbard

Peanut
Diane L.
Sandie Harper
Pam Ewing
Michelle
Marci
Diane Tanner
Baby Olive Pressler
Carol DelLeppo
Tom Sterling Sr.
Shay Cronin
Patrick Friday
Leigh Martin
Linda Martin

OUR NURSING HOME MEMBERS

Francine Ahrens
Dee Gammon
Walter Joray

Mae Fay
Betty Hilton

Midge Rosenbeck

Kyle W.
Rowan
Stefan Nikola J
Janet E.
Wendy Fedor
Laurie Otis
John Fleming

Ethan Troy Danner
Fred Rakyta & family

Ryan English
Mae Johnson

Jackie Fleming
Kiley Lombardo
Christine & Fran Gaffney
Patricia & Richard Sawitzke
Shannon Hilton
Deb & Jon Sterling

David Little
Carol Vrlik
Terry

Ruth Ann Stone
Joyce Young & family
The family & friends of
Cecile Scheidel
The family of Howard

Kreidwise

Shaelynn Holmgren

Bob Hauser

The Marold family

Justin Wade



OUR MILITARY FRIENDS
Lord Jesus, Savior of the World and King of Peace and King of Peace, watch over our sons and
daughters in the service of their Country. Protect them from the physical and moral dangers.
Keep them close to you and help them live the commandments. Lord, Jesus give them courage to
serve their country with honor and dignity. Be with them when they are in danger; strengthen them
when they face hardship. Above All Lord, grant that when their service is finished that they may return
to us, sound in mind, body and soul. Amen.

Tyler Quinn

Eric Beuis
Dominic Boscarino

Ethan & his Marine Unit
Major Zachary Fulton
Brandan Holbrook
Jonathan Connell
Tom Gregg, Fr.

Eric Bremer
Peter Hutchinson
Ben Speaker
Noah Braatz
Christian Braatz
Aiden Avenia
Sydney Craig & her Army unit




